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With Joy and Gratitude
Principal McMullen’s thank yous to dedicated staff, supportive parents, Grand visitors, and the 
community for their partnership at Ford Elementary

 T he months of November & December 
are times that welcome seasonal 
changes and family gatherings of 

giving thanks to all the wonderful joys life 
has to offer. It is amazing to me that I am 
sending out the second nine-week news-
letter – it feels like the first half of the year 
has passed by so quickly! As the holiday 
season approaches, it is with heartfelt 
warmth that we take an opportunity to 
acknowledge the commitment of the 
students, parents, community, and staff of 
Ford Elementary School. Together we focus 
everyday on the learning and wellbeing of 
our children. To walk through our halls, one 
sees children intrigued by new concepts 
and passionately discussing their ideas, 
parents volunteering to help events and 
activities run smoothly and staff working 
collaboratively to ensure everything from the 
supervision of Mustangs during play time 
to customized and designed lesson plans 
center around engaging curriculum for each 
and every child, and that a value is placed 
on instructional time optimized for student 
learning.  Enjoy this wonderful time of year 
as we have many things to be thankful for 
and take joy in at Ford Elementary!

 First, a BIG thank you to our librarian, 
Mrs. Thiel, and our Book Fair volunteers 
who helped make Ford’s book fair and 
Ford Fall family night such a fairy tale and 
magical success. We appreciate you giving 
your time for our students so that they could 
enjoy the magic reading can bring to our 
lives and allow books to help them discover 
magical moments along the way! It was a 
wonderful Fall family night at Ford, and for 
all the families that joined us in the many 
events, Thank you!  We love having you here!  
We are so grateful for all the Grandparent 

support and Grand visitors we had that 
attended our Grandparent luncheon too! 
Our students were very excited to show off 
their school and all of the Mustang Pride at 
Ford with their Grandvisitors!

Thank you for all of the support and 
participation during Red Ribbon week and 
Texas Generations Week, as it was great 
to see not only our students joining in the 
decisions and pledges for a drug free life, 
but seeing our parents dressed with the 
daily themes truly shows the partnership 
that Ford has between school and home!

 We also want to thank our 
Georgetown HS football players and 
cheerleaders for helping at car rider 
lines on Friday mornings throughout 
these months! It is so important that our 
Mustangs are excited about their educa-
tional futures and look forward to being 
lifelong learners, ready to pursue careers 
and colleges that ignite their passions! That 
includes supporting our high school with 
lots of school pride!

 Also, in our first half of the school year, 
we began various programs at Ford like our 
Reading Dogs program and our high school 
partnership with PALS mentors, as well as 

added new extracurricular opportunities for 
our Mustangs with Coding Club, Go Green 
Club, Instrument Ensemble, Choir, Art Club, 
Girls on the Run, Sea Perch, and Destination 
Imagination Primary Rising Stars!  We are 
so excited to have mentors, visitors, parents 
and volunteers on our campus that are 
here to support and involve our youngest 
Mustangs! Great things continue to happen 
at Ford Elementary, and we love for you to 
be a part of it all!

We look forward to ringing in the 
holiday season and providing opportunities 

for you to join our Mustangs through the 
coming months!   From all of us at Ford 
Elementary School, we wish you and your 
family a beautiful and joyful holiday season. 
Finally, on a personal note, I would like to 
wish our students, our parents, our staff 
and the community a happy holiday and a 
celebration filled with joy and family. It is 
moments like this, when we can pause, catch 
our breath and look back that we realize 
how privileged and lucky we are to be part 
of this amazing Georgetown community.  
It’s beyond a blessing to partner with you 
all to inspire, encourage, and empower our 
learners to lead, grow, and serve everyday! u

To walk through our halls, one sees children intrigued  
by new concepts and passionately discussing their ideas, 

parents volunteering to help events and activities run 
smoothly and staff working collaboratively to ensure  

everything from the supervision of Mustangs during play 
time to customized and designed lesson plans center around 

engaging curriculum for each and every child, 
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 Ford logged an impressive 12,483 miles and donated over $6,000 to 
Alex’s Lemonade in the month of September.  GISD schools logged 
an amazing 26,908 miles and added $9,404.18 to our fundraising 
total under the team Stepping Out For A Cure Georgetown!  That 
teams totals were 98,834 miles (#2 in the nation) and over $25,000 
raised (#8 in the nation)!  Thank you to all our Ford families and 
especially, Vickie Thiel and her family for their generous dona-
tion to honor her niece Abbie.  Also, we extend our appreciation 
to the Spinks and Esquivel families for allowing us to share 
their personal stories and journey with childhood cancer.

During October we participated in Fire Safety week.  Thank 
you to Lt. John Gilliam (a Ford parent) and Georgetown Fire 
Department for holding a special assembly at Ford to promote fire 
safety and the national theme: “Every second counts: plan 2 Ways 
Out.”  It was very informative and students were quite entertained.

Also during October we participated in Red Ribbon Week 
with their national theme: “Your Future is Key So Stay Drug Free.”  
Everyone had fun dressing up and bringing awareness to living drug 
free.  Thanks to our staff and parents for your support and talking 
to our students about making positive choices.

Students in grades 3rd-5th just completed benchmark 
fitness testing for GISD.  The three workouts include a mile run, 
chipper workout (3rd grade= completion of 25 squats, 25 push-ups 
and 50 sit-ups for time, 4th grade= completion of 30 squats, 30 
push-ups and 70 sit-ups for time, 5th grade= completion of 35 
squats, 35 push-ups and 70 sit-ups for time) and the Jump Jump 
WOD (1 minute of burpees, 1 minute of rest and 1 minute of jump 
rope).  Those students will then participate in a final benchmark 
fitness test in February and a trophy is awarded to the school with 
the greatest amount of improvement.  

In November and December students will participate in a unit 
of foot dribble and kicking, as well as gymnastics and rhythms.  
They will also learn about the skeletal system and drug/alcohol 
awareness. 
 

Please have all students wear tennis shoes to PE on a daily 
basis.  Also, continue to teach students how to tie shoes.

Registration is now open for the sixth-annual Chase the 
Chief 5K, Fun Run and Chief’s Challenge. In partnership 
with Georgetown Police Department and Georgetown Health 
Foundation, GISD is hosting Chase the Chief on Sunday, March 4 
at East View High School from noon to 5 p.m. Registration is $5 
for students and $10 for adults. To view event details and register 
go to: https://chasethechief.georgetown.org/.

Megan Stevenson
stevensonm@georgetownisd.org • 512-943-5180 Ext. 7946

COUNSELOR’S 
CORNER
The months are quickly going by, and we have covered so 
much important information in October.  Friendship was the 
character trait for October, and we plunged into it further 
with it and talked about anti-bullying awareness.  Many 
important strategies and topics were discussed this month.  
Students were taught strategies to help them when someone is 
picking on them such as:  Ignoring, walking away, telling them 
to stop (using their words to stand up to bully in a good strong 
voice), telling an adult and even humor.  Students were taught 
a bully definition was the repetitive or persistent behavior from 
a student that occurred daily or on an ongoing basis.  If the 
behavior is severe or extreme (such as a threat) then defi-
nitely it should be reported.  Students were told to describe 
the behavior to an adult and not automatically assume that if 
someone called you a name that they were a bully.  

      At the end of the month, we started working with 
our 3-5th grade students on digital citizenship.  Students 
learned and will be learning about what personal information 
is and what we do with our personal information such as 
name, address, phone number etc.  We will continue to have 
digital citizenship lessons on using technology devices such 
as our phones, Ipads, Ipods and computers. We discussed 
the safety when using the internet or even playing video 
games with our friends.  There will be lessons incorporated 
throughout the year on cyberbullying and internet safety.

      For grades, K-2nd grades, we talked about “being 
the boss of our bodies.”  The book called Miles Is the Boss 
of His Body talks about how everyone is in charge of them-
selves and we must protect and be safe with our bodies.  The 
book was read and also viewed on “Ruby’s Studio”:  The Safety 
Show. This lesson focused also on good and bad touches.
 Ex. Good touches:  high five, pat on back, hand shake
      Bad Touches:  hit someone, kick or push down
      We also talked about our bodies and no one should touch 
our bodies without permission.  I explained to them about 
what private means (only belonging to you and only you- such 
as my toothbrush.  We also have a private area on our bodies 
and no one should touch us without getting permission.  We 
would only want people we trust helping us with our bodies 
such as doctors, nurses or our parents.   Ex.’s when we are 
sick, we may need a doctor or parent to help with our bodies.

      We will continue in November and December 
with our next two traits:  gratitude and generosity.  I will 
always be implementing other topics in my guidance 
lessons such as manners, anger strategies, study skills 
(listening and focusing), and diversity (differences). I will 
definitely be adding more on friendship, kindness, digital 
citizenship and conflict resolution. 
      I hope your children are learning more not just academ-
ically but socially as well.  Being a well-rounded student will 
help create a more responsibly individual for middle and high 
school years.
 
In Mustang Pride -- Mrs. Cavanaugh
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P.E. NEWS

12,483 miles logged 
and over $6,000  
raised for Alex’s  
Lemonade Stand
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Mustang Music

 Music classes are all in full-swing! Recorders are 
out, songs are being learned, and many students 
are preparing for an upcoming performance.

In December, 1st and 2nd grades will be performing 
their program: Holidays Around the World! These 
wonderful students are preparing a musical production 
all about how different countries celebrate the holidays. 
Look for our talented 1st and 2nd graders to perform 
on December 14th! 

Students who are members of the Mustang Choir and 
Instrument Ensemble are preparing our annual Holiday 
program for parents and friends on December 7th at First 
United Methodist Church. This year, we are all about the 
Holiday Jazz! Parents of club members can expect to 
receive more information coming home this month! u

Ms. Mattie Kotzur
Music Teacher, Ford Elementary 
(512) 943-5000 ext. 7940 • kotzurm@georgetownisd.org

GISD

G/T Services and  
Identification

The K-5 G/T referral period opened 
November 1st and will close on 
November 29th at 3:00 PM. You 
may pick up a referral form in the 
front office or download from Ford’s 
website. Once filled out, the referral 
form may be returned to the Ford 
office. Have questions about the 
process? Please contact:

Cynthia Pike
Advanced Academics Coordinator
pikec@georgetownisd.org or 

Amy Supak
Ford Elementary G/T Facilitator 
supaka@georgetownisd.org 

Honoring Veterans and Holiday Performances

5TH GRADE’S VETERAN’S DAY PROGRAM ON NOVEMBER 10TH 
Students worked hard in all of their classes to prepare for this important 
celebration and to make it special for all our military men and women.
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 C limbing into a book was never more fun than at our Scholastic Book Fair this fall!  
Thank you to everyone for visiting our Book Fair and supporting our Ford Library!  The 
proceeds from our fair allowed us to purchase books for our library collection and 

literacy library. Thank you to all our amazing volunteers for helping make our fair a success!  
 
A HUGE thank you to the following volunteers: Dina Urban for her incredible decorations. 
Melissa Foster for organizing our volunteers. Neva Kuchar for contacting our sponsors. Jill 
Ashby for our Teacher Sneak Peek and Wish Box creations. Sarah Gates for her creative 
decorating. Mikala Handakas for arranging the sponsor for our t-shirts. Tina Lopez for 
designing our t-shirts. Alicia Herbert & Crystal Jacobs for organizing the Dodgeball tourna-
ment. Kristie Fluitt for creating our Trinket & Poster station. Cari Armand, Shelly Bowden, 
Jen Holubec, Jen Kriskey, Kristie Duke, and Laurel Morris for their endless hours of help! And 
thank you to everyone on our Library Volunteer Team for your enthusiasm and help with our 
Book Fair!

A BIG thank you to Melanie Bradley for organizing our Trunk or Treat Night!  Melanie 
created a night of family fun that will be remembered for years to come!  Thank you Coach 
Stevenson, Coach Ellsworth, and Ms. Kotzur for their help with the Dodgeball Tournament 
at Trunk or Treat!

Thank you to all the parents, community members, and staff that created trunks for the 
Trunk or Treat night!  Congratulations to Toni Donaghue for creating the winning trunk! u

  Raising Cane’s
 Mesquite Creek Outfitters Golden Chick
 The Salon Professional Academy Pinot’s Palette
 Georgetown Pediatric Dentistry & Orthodontics Sonic
 City Lights Movie Theatre Hula Cowgirl
 Sun City R.E.A.D. Dogs Which Wich
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Our Scholastic Fall Book Fair is a Success!

3RD / 4TH / 5TH GRADERS:
Join the Bluebonnet Readers!

Students in grades 3-5 are encour-
aged to read 20 Texas Bluebonnet 
books!  Students can track their 
reading on their reading log-avail-
able on the website or in the 
Library.  Readers can choose any 
20 books from the 28 books on our Georgetown ISD list. 
Students sign their names after they read a Bluebonnet 
book in the Library hall to shout out to everyone that 
they joined the Bluebonnet Readers!   Readers that 
complete the log and turn it in to Mrs. Thiel by May 4th 
will be invited to our Bluebonnet luncheon and receive a 
special award at the end of the year.  

1ST and 2ND GRADERS:
Join the Red Poppy Readers!

The Georgetown ISD Librarians are pleased to 
announce the Red Poppy Book List!  The Red Poppy Book List is 
comprised of the top 25 picture books across the genres released 
in 2017.  These amazing picture books will be read throughout the 
district to students in grades K-2.  Ford students in grades 1 & 2 are 
invited to join the Red Poppy Reading Club by reading a book by 
each of the 25 authors.  Students can read the books independently 
or listen to the story read to them.  Students track their progress on 
the Red Poppy Reading log available in the Library or on the website.  
Students also sign their names on the boards in the Library hall to 
celebrate their progress!  Readers that complete the log and turn it 
in to Mrs. Thiel by May 4th will be invited to our Red Poppy luncheon 
and receive a special award at the end of the year.
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This years PTA Reflections Program has gotten more participations than in years past.   
We had three Make Art Days and gotten more than 80 submissions for the Reflections 
Art Show.  The art gallery show was hung to coincide with our Fall Ford Family Night & 
Grandparents’ Day Visit for all to see!  Thank you to our judges for joining us at Ford: Rory 
Hejtmanek from Rory Photography, Brenna Byerlotzer from Brenna B Studios, and Bethni  
King Children Services Librarian at Georgetown Public Library have selected these 21 
pieces to be represented at the Georgetown ISD Reflections Art Program Show.

Quinn Spinks Primary Dance Choreography God Makes Me Wonder
Lane Meadows Primary Literature Ten Jolly Pirates
Katie Lindell Intermediate Literature A Rescue Within the Reach of the Beach
Landon Knabe Primary Photography Sky Blue
Annabelle Bowden Primary Photography Helping Hands
Cody Eppel Primary Photography Every Dog Can Have a Good Home
Cian Newell Primary Photography Charlie Attacks
Paige Vogel Intermediate Photography Facing Your Fears
Audrey Wood Intermediate Photography Dew Drops
Haley Bowden Primary Visual Arts Working Together
Adelynne Tlapak Primary Visual Arts Blue Sky
Ellery Tlapak Primary Visual Arts Starry Night
Kristi Duke Primary Visual Arts Happy Giraffe
Stella Rasmussen Primary Visual Arts I Can be a Rockstar
Lynnlee Stephens Primary Visual Arts Prima Ballerina
Cody Eppel Primary Visual Arts The Peaceful Day
Roger Henson Intermediate Visual Arts What Makes Up an Athlete
Finley Newell Intermediate Visual Arts Reach for the Flowers
Finley Newell Intermediate Visual Arts Dino World
Bennett Rasmussen Intermediate Visual Arts Dream Big
Hannah Ramm Intermediate Visual Arts Within Dreams

Hi Friends! 
Good news! Membership counts 
are steadily rising. WE NOW HAVE 

100% STAFF 
SUPPORT! 
Wahoo! We are so thankful for 
our wonderful teachers and 
staff whose leadership and 
love shown to our children and 
community is immeasurable! 
PTA will be hosting a FABULOUS 
LUNCH for our teachers and 
staff to enjoy! Thank you to all 
the families who have joined 
our PTA. If you haven’t joined 
yet, there is still time! Be on the 
look-out for a Membership form 
in Thursday folders! Our goal is 
creating a better school and a 
better educational experience for 
our children everyday. We strive 
to create an atmosphere where 
teachers, administrators, and 
support staff can do their best 
work – and so can our children. 
Thank you so much for your help 
in collectively making our school 
an extraordinary experience!  

Alicia Olivieri-Madsen
PTA Vice President/Membership

We are excited to announce that the Ready, Set, Science! 
STEM Fair will be held on Thursday, January 25th!  This will 
be an exciting night dedicated to exploring, investigating, 
and fun!  Meet real world scientists and explore the many 
spaces where STEM (science, technology, engineering, and 
math) comes to life in our school.  

Ford Elementary is looking for young scientists who 
are curious and want to investigate the world around them.  
Students at Ford have the opportunity to complete either a 
science fair project or model to display at Ford’s STEM Fair. 
This is a K-5 event and every class is working on a STEM 
project to be showcased during STEM Fair.

This year’s STEM Fair promises to be the best and most 
exciting yet, so bring the entire family and see how cool 
science and math are at Ford!

To make this year a success, we are also needing parent 
volunteers to help before, during, and after the STEM Fair. 

Please contact Kaui Whitmire (whitmirek@georgetownisd.org) or Jenna Shinners (jenna.shinners@gmail.com) 
if you have any questions or would like to help!
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THANK YOU FORD FAMILIES AND FRIENDS! 
 Without your generosity and support, we could not have raised 

$21,074.30 
PTA is excited to announce that all donations are going straight to  
the school!! All prizes were donated or sponsored by GHS Varsity 

Coaches, H-E-B, and anonymous donators. A special thanks to 
Mrs. Osterman, Mrs.McMullen, and Mrs. Thiel!!   

GRAND PRIZE WINNER 
Xochiti Armanda received two Season Tickets, a Family Athletic  Pass,  

and an autographed volleyball!!! Way to go Xochiti!! 

GRADE WINNERS
Kindergarten: Hadley Cox received a cheerleaders uniform, Pom poms, and hair bow.
1st Grade: Madelyn Bradley received a Georgetown Eagles Flag and Tennis T-shirt. 
2nd Grade: Rachel Aacker received an autographed soccer ball and GHS Spiritwear 

3rd Grade: Kaleb Spuler received an autographed baseball and Football T-shirt.
4th Grade: Gus Papaconstantinou received an autographed football and Football T-shirt. 

5th Grade: Nathan Aaker received an autographed baseball and Football T-shirt.

MRS. DERINGER’S CLASS WON DONUTS
with The Varsity Football and Varsity Cheerleaders!!

THESE CLASSES HAD 80% PARTICIPATION OR
RAISED $800 AND EARNED A POPCORN PARTY!  

Esquivel  •  Graf  •  Hutton  •  Jansson  •  Buckley  •  Prater

Thank you again for supporting Ford PTA!
- Jill Ashby & Melissa Foster, Fall Fundraiser Coordinators
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FALL DONATION DRIVE

Clipping Box Tops is an easy way to 
help earn cash for our school. Each 
one is worth 10 cents!! Just look 
for the pink Box Tops on hundreds 
of products. All you have to do is 
clip them and send them to school 
with your child. They can be placed 
in the Box Top collection bins or go 
straight to your child’s teacher but 
please be sure to add your child’s 
name along with their teacher. 
And watch throughout the year as 
we will have some fun contests 
for Box Top Collecting! Last year 
the school received $1,995.70 
from Box Tops alone! Let’s make 
2017/18 even better!  

If you have any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me. I’m 
here to help make our school’s Box 
Tops for Education™ program a 
huge success this year! Thanks for 
your help!

Sylvanna Zurbrick
Szurbrick@gmail.com
970-779-7555 

Each grade winner was able to choose their own prize from 
tons of autographed balls, spiritwear, an more! The winner 
with the largest donation received first choice.
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Join us for a Family Pancake Breakfast and get your family picture taken!

date:  Friday, December 8th 
time:  7:15 AM – 8:30 AM
cost:  $15 per family of 4 ($2 per each additional family member) 
 For an additional $5, you can get an additional backdrop.  
includes:  Pancake breakfast, beverages, your choice of backdrop for your picture.  
 Pictures will be delivered in Thursday folders on December 14th. 

RSVP Required no later than November 28th.

Every student is welcome to join us for Doughnuts in our Winter Wonderland.  Each student will get 
a treat and will have an opportunity to purchase a picture in one or both of our winter scenes. 

date: Kinder – 2nd Grade - Friday, December 8th
 3rd – 5th Grade – Monday, December 11th 
cost: Treats are free for all Ford students.  
 There is a $5 charge per winter scene for pictures 
 (you can choose to do both).  
 Pictures will be delivered in Thursday folders on December 14th. 

Please complete the form sent home in Thursday folders and send back 
with any monies due.

Ford PTA Presents 

Winter Wonderland Family 
Pancake Breakfast

Winter Wonderland Doughnuts
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